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DICTA
County Judges Hold Annual Meeting
At the annual meeting of the County Judges' Association, held in
Denver in January, the following officers were elected:
President, A. W. Dulweber, Fort Morgan
Vice-President, Christian D. Stoner, Golden
Secretary-Treasurer, C. M. Somerville, Hugo
Discussions were had of the problems of juvenile delinquency and
retirement compensation for judges. Committees were appointed to con-
sider these matters and present to the legislature bills for greater penal-
ties for parents whose children are delinquent and for a retirement com-
pensation system for county judges. Judge William E. Buck, Boulder,
is retiring president.
Admitted to a Higher Court
Lionel Fisher, prominent Fort Morgan attorney, died recently of a
heart attack in a Denver hotel. Mr. Fisher was city attorney for Fort
Morgan, and deputy district attorney. He was active in bar association
matters. He was 44 years of age and is survived by a widow and child.
Upon Information and Belief
The newspapers contain lots of interesting information. The Asso-
ciation of District Judges of Nebraska have adopted standardized in-
structions to juries. This sounds like something that might have merit.
Arthur T. Vanderbilt, of Newark, N. J., former president of the
American Bar Association, dean of the New York University Law
School, one of the outstanding lawyers of the nation in the field of im-
provement of judicial administration, has called upon the colleges to
train men and women for political leadership. We certainly need some-
thing of this kind.
The New York State Bar Association has appointed a former news-
paper man to handle public relations work for it. The bar's poorest
relations are its public relations.
The Wisconsin State Bar Association's board of governors has in-
structed its committees on integration and organization to draft a pro-
posed set of rules for an all-inclusive, self-governing bar organization
and to submit the proposal to the board at its next meeting. In 1943 the
legislature provided for integration of the bar, but action was deferred
during the war.
A British court has had to determine which of two persons killed
in a bomb blast survived. This problem no lInger exists in Colorado by
reason of the Simultaneous Death Act passed in 1943.
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Constitutional Revision
Constitutional revision is receiving a lot of attention these days.
This year both Missouri and Georgia adopted new constitutions. Last
November New Jersey voters rejected a new constitution. In Tennessee
a commission is working on constitutional amendments to be proposed
to the 1947 legislature. New Hampshire's legislature adopted a resolu-
tion calling for a referendum on the holding of a constitutional conven-
tion. Constitutional reform was defeated or sidetracked in Kansas,
Florida and Alabama on the grounds war time is no time for constitu-
tional change. Constitutional conventions were proposed this year in
California and Rhode Island, and in Texas a number of amendments
were voted on this year. In Illinois an effort is being made to amend the
constitution to allow easier amendment. In Kentucky the state bar is
sounding out opinion on constitutional reform. Perhaps, with the war
over, we may be able to give the subject more attention here in Colorado.
Courts
In August the voters of Texas approved a constitutional amend-
ment which added the six commissioners of appeals to the Supreme Court
of three, making a nine man Supreme Court. Georgia this year increased
the Supreme Court from six to seven, and provided that the court should
elect its own officers. Iowa is considering abolition of the justice of the
peace. A New York senator is trying to get through in that state a plan
for the non-partisan selection of judges, based on the Missouri plan.
The governor of Missouri vetoed a bill increasing judges' pay. Then the
legislature began considering a plan to give judges retirement compensa-
tion. Longer tenure for judges was urged in Connecticut by a New York
judge. The bill before Congress increasing the salaries of federal judges
is receiving support from bar associations and other groups.
Administrative Procedure
Additional support is being given for the passage by Congress of
the McCarran-Sumners bill regulating federal administrative procedure.
This year California passed several bills regulating practice of state ad-
ministrative agencies. On the other hand, a proposal of the Virginia
State Bar to restrict practice before the State Corporation Commission to
active members of the bar has been rejected by the commission.
Legislative Procedure
Representatives of the New York State Bar Association appeared
before the New York legislature to urge reform in legislative procedure.
This group urged a salary increase from $2,500 to $5,000 a year, and
that the legislature remain at work a larger number of days each week.
It also urged a bettering of the procedure within the legislature itself, if
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it is to regain its place in government as the policy-making body. Con-
siderable criticism has been directed at Connecticut's legislative procedure
in connection with the proposal voted on this fall to provide for annual
rather than biennial sessions. The president of the North Dakota State
Bar Association has indicated dissatisfaction with the lack of interest in
legislation by the lawyers. Probably one of the greatest reasons for the
ascendency, in recent years, of the federal government, and the decline of
the states, is the failure of state legislative processes to keep up with the
times. Inadequate salaries and biennial sessions are only two of the many
things which are preventing legislatures from discharging their proper
functions. We might observe here that those who are really interested
in preserving states' rights would do well to make a real effort to improve
our state legislative processes.
Our Returning Lawyer-Veterans
Laurence Wheeler DeMuth, lt. col., Army Air Forces, served from
July 1941 to Jan. 1946 in the Training Command and Central Flying
Training Command. He was appointed to Command and General Staff
School and has numerous letters of commendation. He has returned to
the faculty of the Law School of the University of Colorado, Boulder.
He has also resumed his duties as adviser to the Section of Legal Educa-
tion and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar Association, and as
general secretary-treasurer of Phi Delta Phi.
Richard M. Davis, It. col., Air Transport Command, served from
Sept. 1942 to Dec. 1945. He served 24 months at headquarters of the
Air Transport Command in Washington and 13 months overseas in
the Asiatic-Pacific theater. He has the Bronze Star Medal, six battle
stars, and the Asiatic-Pacific service medal. He has returned to his posi-
tibn as a member in the firm of Newton, Davis and Henry, 215 Colorado
National Bank Bldg., Denver.
James Quigg Newton, Jr., commander, U. S. N. R.. served from
April 1942 to Dec. 1945 at headquarters of the Naval Air Transport
Service in Washington, as special assistant to the Assistant Secretary of
the Navy for Air, and as member of the joint Army-Navy Air Trans-
port Committee. He has the Navy Commendation ribbon. He has re-
turned to his position as a member of the firm of Newton, Davis and
Henry, 215 Colorado National Bank Bldg., Denver.
Samuel M. Goldberg, major, Judge Advocate General Dept., served
from Nov. 1942 to Dec. 1945 as Assistant Staff Judge Advocate, Chief
Taxation Section, Seventh Service Command, Omaha. He has returned
to practice in his own office at 828 Symes Bldg., Denver.
Charles C. Nicola, lt., U. S. N. R., served from April 1942 to
Nov. 1945 at San Francisco, California. He has returned to practice in
